so too the intervention of the Crown during the dc doubtedly an infraction of the liberties of Parliai not forbidden by any specific rule of the constitutor contravenes the spirit of the ninth clause of the B which stipulates fur complete freedom of debate a; Parliament.
The attitude of Pitt towards this question durin of i/th December in the Commons is noteworthy, attempt to defend such a use of the royal prerog then first reported: lie asserted, no doubt with peri that the report was an idle rumour, of which the take no cognizance.   The  House  did not share Swayed by a vehement speech of Fox, who cleclai the "infernal spirit of intrigue" ever present  in counsels, and charged Pitt with an underhand atte power, members decided by a majority of nearly that to report the opinion, or pretended opinion, of any Bill under discussion in Parliament, wan a hi| misdemeanour, subversive of the constitution,1
It was in face of these resolutions that Pitt, tin lyi took office. If ho looked solely to Parliament, his hopeless. Confronting him was a hostile mujori under a groat disappointment, and threatening h more his relative, Marl Temple, with the penaltie.* stitution, On hearing the news of his acceptance members of the Coalition burst into loud laughter, trooped over to the Opposition benches. Scarce! conceal their mirth during the ensuing debates; i December the House resolved itself into a Cumm Hitler the state of the nation. Certainly Pitt's positit enough; far his triumph suomed to be the result of intrigue, unworthy of the son of Chatham, and fai fluence of Parliament. 1 Ic figured an the King's Mil to office by the voles of nineteen Peers, against th Commons. One can t hero lore understand the persi Whig tradition, in which his action appeared the *» ttf
